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SOURCE Officer of a US merchant ship. '

LT‘hc Office of Naval Intelligence furnished the following information to CIA
for IAC digsemination in accordance with paragraph 3c of NSCID #7. This
information was obtained by DIO-3ND and was forwarded as ONI report 75-')14-_.7

L. Sighti. Off Freetown: While -teaming southward off the coast of Sierra Leone,
West Afxrica on 28 Nov 53, we made n radar sighting of what appeared to be a
naval formation heading south. &i:iren smeddotecsels verenapravfedinativo nelumng
of eight astern of a larger vessel. ~The vessels as viewed on the radur scope
appeared to be keoeping station with military precision. On arrival in Moaroviea
tvwo days later I learned that the formation comprised a Soviet whaling fleet R
en route for whaling operatiors in the South.

2. Departure from Capetown: The Soviet whaling fleet oailed Capetown on 9 Mar 54
Tor the USSR. 1In the fleet were 16 trawlers about 90 feet ia length and one
whaling factory ship with twin funnels aft of an estimated 10 thousand net tons.

3. Naval Command: The commanding officer of the fleet was undexstood 1o be a
Soviet Navy captain or rear admiral. The fleet displayed militexy dlscipline
while in port as evidenced by the simultareous strikiag of colors by all vessels
at sundown. ' faa
I, Acquisition of British Currency: Ou liaf 54 the Boviet commander is underatood
Bir(N to have gone into Capetown tc obtein 2i théusand British pounds for unknown
purposes.
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